FUTURE OF THE EMPIRE
has surely to be numbered among the early
martyrs of science!
Nevertheless, prophets are not easy to dis-
courage. Their profession is too fascinating, in
both its branches. Its major branch, that of
prophesying smooth things, is extremely popular
and well remunerated, being conducive to influ-
ence, power and the highest honours. For the
people is ever willing to be deceived, and values
"optimism" as a virtue. But prophecy in a minor
key also has abundant attractions. For whereas
fortune-telling is still an indictable offence, mis-
fortune-telling is not. So the prophet of ill has
been with us from the beginning, and has usually
received enough justification from the course of
events to continue his competition with the
optimist.
The followers of Cassandra naturally recruit
themselves among the aged. These are psycho-
logically prompted to think that "the country is
going to the dogs'5,1 because they are losing
11 greatly hope that before this series of booklets comes
to an end, someone will have the courage to write a Cerberus,
cr Are -we going to the Hellhounds?
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